CHAPTER XXL
TOUR IN CORNWALL AND THE SCILLY ISLES. i860.
So great had been the success of the first four " Idylls of the King" that my father's friends begged him to " continue the epic." He received a letter from the Duke of Argyll again urging him to take up as his next subject the Holy Grail, but he said he shunned handling the subject, for fear that it might seem to some almost profane. He answered:
1860. MY DEAR DUKE,
I sympathised with you when I read of Macaulay's death in the Times. He was, was he not, your next-door neighbour ? I can easily conceive what a loss you must have had in the want of his brilliant conversation. I hardly knew him: met him once, I re-member, when Hallam and Guizot were in his company: Hallam was showing Guizot the Houses of Parliament then building, and Macaulay went on like a cataract for an hour or so to those two great men, and, when they had gone, turned to me and said, " Good morn-ing, I am happy to have had the pleasure of making your acquaintance," and strode away. Had I been a piquable man I should have been piqued, but I don't think I was, for the movement after all was amicable.
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